
1

WMU: Making disciples of Jesus who live on mission

Pastor 
Resource 
Pack

Pastor Resource Pack     |    1

Who is WMU?

If you know of Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), 
you likely have experience with the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering and the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering or one of our groups like Women on 
Mission, Royal Ambassadors (RAs), Girls in Action 
(GAs), and Mission Friends. And if you haven’t 
met us yet, let us introduce ourselves: since 
1888, WMU has been serving Southern Baptist 
Convention churches and providing ways for those 
churches to cooperate together to accomplish the 
Great Commission.

 When Lottie Moon wrote Annie Armstrong 
urging her to help raise funds for missionaries, 
something special began. For more than 135 years, 
we have created resources that equip small groups 
in local churches to keep the Great Commission 
front and center. Our resources do this by helping 

the local church learn about missions, pray for 
missions, support missions, and do missions and 
tell others about Jesus, ultimately making disciples 
of Jesus who live on mission.

 Imagine small groups of all age levels meeting 
in your church throughout the week, hearing the 
accounts of our North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) and International Mission Board (IMB) 
missionaries and, then, having the opportunity 
to partner with these same missionaries through 
prayer and support. Imagine every person in every 
group partnering with missionaries to proclaim 
the gospel to the ends of the earth. How would 
that kind of discipleship transform the heart of a 
believer and the priorities of a local church? The 
answer to that question is our “why”—it’s who we 
are and what we do.

wmustore.com
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Why missions discipleship?  
Because it is biblical.
WMU’s missions discipleship curriculum follows 
the example of cooperation from the church in Acts 
and, thus, works to equip every Southern Baptist 
church, no matter the size or location, to participate 
in sending and supporting missionaries.

 We help every age level in your church 
stay connected to the story and work of our 
missionaries. And when churches regularly hear 
from and learn from our missionaries, they are also 
equipped to stay on mission at home.

Why missions discipleship? Because 
it is the link between the Cooperative 
Program and our missions agencies.
WMU’s missions discipleship curriculum keeps the 
faces and names of NAMB and IMB missionaries in 
front of our churches throughout the year. It helps 
our churches remember that we are not giving to a 
program but to our brothers and sisters who have 

answered the call to missions. And connecting 
our giving to the brothers and sisters it supports 
increases our generosity.

 The book of Acts is filled with stories of 
generous believers who sacrificed much to  
support the mission of Jesus. And WMU’s 
missions discipleship curriculum creates the  
kind of relationships and partnerships that send 
and keep our missionaries on the field.

 
Why missions discipleship? Because it 
prioritizes the mission.
WMU’s missions discipleship curriculum is all 
about equipping every member of the local church 
to obey his or her part in accomplishing the Great 
Commission. Instead of assuming that “some of 
us” will go and make disciples, WMU’s missions 
discipleship curriculum gives every small group in 
your church the opportunity to support missions, 
raise up the next generation of missionaries, and 
faithfully evangelize and disciple in your context.
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WMU missions groups teach the local 
church about missions.
Consistent exposure to the stories of missionaries 
and the places they serve slowly but surely shapes 
the worldview of our people and the culture of 
our churches. Our age-graded, coordinated 
curriculum teaches preschoolers to senior adults 
what missions is, how to share their faith in age-
appropriate ways, and the importance of the 
church working for the mission together. Churches 
with WMU groups learn together so that they can 
pray, support, and do missions together.

WMU missions groups motivate the local 
church to pray for missions.
WMU missions groups take time in each gathering 
to pray for missionaries by name, to pray for the 
work of the North American Mission Board and 
International Mission Board, and to pray for their 
churches and local missions projects. WMU’s 
Missions Mosaic magazine has a daily prayer 
feature, because we believe the church needs to 

pray daily for missions to the neighborhoods and 
the nations. Churches that pray together stay on 
mission together.

WMU missions groups support missions 
and the work of the church generously.
When our people devote themselves to prayer 
for the mission, God often softens our hearts for 
the mission and makes us generous with our 
finances. This is why WMU missions groups get 
excited to support the work of the local church and 
missionaries all over the world.

WMU missions groups do missions.
Because WMU missions groups have learned 
about missions, prayed for missions, and given to 
missions, they are committed to working together 
to do missions. Men and women, boys and girls, 
partner together to reach their neighborhoods, to 
feed the hungry, to comfort the afflicted, to bring 
the good news to the ends of the earth. This is Great 
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Commission living: a church that is mobilized for 
action and ready to partner with its pastor to take 
the good news to everyone.

WMU missions groups make disciples.
Because the church is living on mission together, 
making disciples becomes a natural occurrence. 
Discipleship in its simplest form is “as we go,” liv-
ing out Deuteronomy 6:6–7. It’s walking together, 
exactly how Jesus took the disciples with Him. What-
ever He was doing, they did. That’s why discipleship 
is a natural outflow of WMU missions groups.

WMU missions groups raise up and call 
out missionaries.
Countless NAMB and IMB missionaries credit RAs 
and GAs with planting the seed that God grew into 
the call to missions. If we want to tackle the prob-
lem of lostness in the world, we must be intentional 
about discipling our people to consider the call of 
missions. WMU missions groups do just that.

WMU missions groups increase 
cooperation and partnership.
WMU missions groups provide opportunities 
year-round to partner with NAMB missionaries 
(Christmas in August), IMB, and other Baptist 
churches in your association. WMU missions 
groups often become the biggest supporters of your 
church’s missions trips too.

WMU missions groups highlight the best 
of Baptist distinctives.
Our groups model that Scripture is our final 
and highest authority. We take our missions 

methodology straight from Acts—small groups of 
men and women doing whatever it takes to follow 
Jesus and support the mission. Our curriculum 
believes in the autonomy of the local church. We 
provide everything your church needs to get started 
on mission, but the real beauty happens when your 
people contribute to the mission in the ways that 
your church is uniquely gifted. And, finally, WMU 
missions groups are a direct application of the 
priesthood of all believers. Our curriculum equips 
every member of your church to find his or her role 
in accomplishing the Great Commission.

WMU is a friend to the local church.
We have partnered with the church since 1888. 
Pastors love WMU missions groups because 
rather than adding to their already busy schedule, 
our groups help them achieve their goals for 
evangelism, discipleship, and missions in the 
congregation. We are here to help.

WMU missions groups keep the Great 
Commission front and center in the life 
of the church.
Each of our churches has been called to obey 
Jesus’ Great Commission from Matthew 28:18–20. 
Ultimately, WMU missions groups remind our 
people throughout the year that the mission is 
urgent and must be prioritized. We work to keep 
the Great Commission central in everything we do 
by creating resources for small groups that equip 
believers to learn about missions, pray for missions, 
support missions, and do missions and tell others 
about Jesus.
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Missions Mosaic
Explore. Build. Pursue. Missions Mosaic 
guides you to explore discipleship, build a 
biblical worldview of God’s missions purpose, 
and pursue an unshakable relationship with 
Him. Each monthly issue will equip you with 
a Bible study, a prayer starter, ministry ideas, 
evangelism tools, and Prayer Patterns—
daily devotions followed by the names of 
missionaries listed by their birthdays.

Order one per person.
Annual subscription (12 monthly issues): 

• Print: $22.99   
• Digital: $20.99 
• Digital/Print Bundle: $24.99

Prices subject to change.

Women on Mission Leader
Help the women in your church 
focus on missions with this engaging 
planning guide with a user-friendly 
quarterly format. Each quarterly issue 
includes leader tips, promotional flyers, 
and meeting plans for Missions Mosaic 
articles.

Order one per leader.
 •  Annual subscription  

(4 quarterly print issues): $14.99
 •  Also available as a digital download 

each quarter: $3.99

Prices subject to change.

Resources
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Missions for Life 2024–25
Each of Missions for Life’s 12 monthly units 
includes a Bible study and Bible study 
lesson plan, a prayer article, suggestions 
for mission action projects, and ideas for 
getting involved in a special monthly 
emphasis, such as the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. You will also receive 
access to a special monthly online mission 
study and mission study lesson plan.

Order one per person.
• Print: $21.99  •  W243120   
• Digital: $19.99  •  E243119

Prices subject to change.

Coed Adult Groups

Missions Leader: WMU Planning Guide 
2024–25
Calling all missions leaders! Kick off the year 
with confidence with this comprehensive 
guide to help you focus your plans for the 
entire year. This easy-to-use, 96-page guide 
will introduce you to the year’s overarching
themes and special projects and give you 
insight into all things WMU for 2024–25.

• Print: $21.99  •  W243101
• Digital: $19.99  •  E243104

Prices subject to change.

Missions Mosaic
Explore. Build. Pursue. Missions Mosaic 
guides you to explore discipleship, build a 
biblical worldview of God’s missions purpose, 
and pursue an unshakable relationship with 
Him. Each monthly issue will equip you with 
a Bible study, a prayer starter, ministry ideas, 
evangelism tools, and Prayer Patterns—
daily devotions followed by the names of 
missionaries listed by their birthdays.

Order one per person.
Annual subscription (12 monthly issues): 

• Print: $22.99   
• Digital: $20.99 
• Digital/Print Bundle: $24.99

Prices subject to change.

Women’s Groups



Missions Journey: Students
This versatile resource is customizable based 
on the needs of your group. Teens will meet 
missionaries serving all around the world,  
be encouraged to grow in discipleship, and 
become active agents of gospel change in  
their own communities.

Order one per group. 
One-Month Package
Missionary videos and 4 digital lessons  
(material for one month): $19.99

Price subject to change.

One-Year Package
Twelve monthly units, each containing 
missionary videos and 4 digital lessons 
(material for one year):  
$199.99

Price subject to change.

Resources
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Student Groups

Missions Journey: Kids Leader
Missions Journey: Kids Leader is your guide to 
leading children in grades 1–6 in missions 
discipleship. This quarterly guide provides 
three monthlong units, each focused on the 
work of missions personnel in North America 
and throughout the world.

Order one per leader.
Annual Subscription (4 quarterly issues):   
• Print: $26.99 
• Digital: $24.99 
• Digital/Print Bundle: $30.99

Prices subject to change.

Children’s Groups
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These days, many teens consume multimedia the way some of us 
used to consume hieroglyphics! It’s their language� It’s how their 
brains work� Missions Journey: Students is designed to engage 
students in ways that ignite a passion in them for accepting 
Christ, growing in Christ, and sharing Christ with the nations�

How can we view the videos?
 → Watch the videos from the host site, Vimeo, using your data 

plan, or your church’s Wi-Fi�
 → Download the videos to a personal digital device ahead of 

time� If you don’t have home internet service, most libraries, 
restaurants, and coffee shops provide free Wi-Fi�

 → Many teens have smartphones, and they can help you access 
the videos� Teach leadership accountability by assigning 
different teens the responsibility of downloading the videos 
each week�

How do we download videos from Vimeo?
 → When you click on a video link in this PDF, the link will take 

you directly to that particular video�
 → Below the video, in the description area, you will see a 

Download button�
 → When you click Download, you will be given the option of 

choosing the video resolution/file size that you want to 
download� The larger the file size, the higher the resolution, 
the better the video quality will be when played�

 → Also, Vimeo has a handy help section� Please note,  
at the request of NAMB and IMB,  
Mission Journey: Students videos will  
only be available online for two years from the date of 
publication� After two years the video will be taken down 
from Vimeo and the links in this PDF will no longer work� If 
you wish to save the videos and use them beyond two years, 
please download the videos from Vimeo and save them�

Please Note
While WMU attempts to review suggested 
websites (those not owned by WMU) for 
appropriate content, we have no control 
over the information on those websites 
(including user comments, ads, etc.), nor does 
referencing them imply our endorsement. 

WMU recommends leaders preview any web 
content before sharing it with their students.

Website addresses were active at time of 
publication.

Tip:  If you need help with 
the tech stuff and you live 
near a college, especially 
one that has a Baptist 
Campus Ministry, ask for 
help there. This could even 
be a good way to get local 
college students involved 
in your church. (Two birds, 
one stone, anyone?)

TECH STUFF
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Spotlight: Lesson
1. WATCH THE VIDEO

 → You will need the Spotlight Video: Atlanta, Georgia
 → Use the information in the video and “Spotlight: Background” 

(p. 7) to introduce the focus of this study� 
 → Ask students to name an industry that seems to lack 

understanding of Christianity� Allow time for discussion� Ideally 
students will answer, “Hollywood/entertainment industry�” If 
not, mention it� Discuss reasons why the film industry needs a 
Christian witness� State that this unit focuses on missionaries 
who have been called to work with the creative community in 
Atlanta, known as the Hollywood of the South�

 → Distribute copies of “Reflection: Drawing to the Rock” (p. 11) or 
read through the reflection questions before students watch 
the video as a guide� 

 → Show the video�

2. TALK ABOUT IT
Allow students time to finish answering the questions�

Ask students if they have heard of Mission Service Corps 
missionaries� Explain that Mission Service Corps missionaries serve 
in the United States� They are appointed by the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB) and/or through state conventions� MSC 
missionaries go through an application process and orientation, 
similar to those who receive funding from NAMB or the International 
Mission Board� However, they are responsible for their own funding� 
Sometimes MSC missionaries are paid by the ministries they serve or 
through regular jobs� Twyla Jackson works as a registered dietitian to 
provide financial support and life insurance�  

Discuss question one.  

1� The Jacksons are involved in a variety of ministries� What are 
those ministries? How does God use their interests and talents to 
minister to people?

“I have chosen Bezalel . . . and I 
have filled him with the Spirit 
of God, with wisdom, with 
understanding, with knowledge 
and with all kinds of skills—to 
make artistic designs for work  
in gold, silver and bronze, to  
cut and set stones, to work in 
wood, and to engage in all kinds 
of crafts” (Exodus 31:2-5 NIV).

Tip: You may want to use the 
“Drawing to the Rock” video 
to showcase Kerry’s live 
painting performances at 
this point.
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Action: Lesson
1. REVIEW
Remind students about the work of Kerry and Twyla Jackson in 
Atlanta, Georgia� The Jacksons work among the artistic community 
through their ministry, Drawing to the Rock� 

2. TALK ABOUT IT
The action activities this month are creative� The first activity is to 
host a painting class where an instructor provides step-by-step 
instruction to create the same painting for a group� The second 
option is to host an open mic night to allow musicians, storytellers, 
and others an opportunity to perform in a relaxed atmosphere�   

3. PRAY
PRAYER SNAPS

Instructions:

In the 1960s, open mic poetry readings were popular� People 
would snap their fingers in appreciation after someone read a 
poem� Ask students to stand and present prayer requests� Once 
the requests are shared, ask students to snap in recognition of 
the request and as a way of saying, “Amen�” Be careful not to let 
the prayer experience become disrespectful�

Creator God,  
we thank you for the ways that you have enriched our lives and 
worship through creativity. We ask that you help us as we serve 
our church and community through art. Help us reach those who 
might not know you and fill us with your Spirit so that we can 
love others the way that You do. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

For creative ideas on how to 
incorporate praying for workers  

on their birthdays, check out 
 “Prayer Calendar Activities” (p. 27). 
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Discipleship: Lesson
1. REVIEW
As you start your meeting, ask students what they remember 
about Kerry and Twyla Jackson's ministry� The Jacksons serve  
as Missions Service Corps missionaries in the greater Atlanta 
area and work within the artist communities� The Jacksons have 
a small group that meets in their home� Twyla teaches English 
to internationals� Kerry teaches art to students and does  
live painting performances� They are both involved in the  
local church�

2. WATCH THE VIDEO
 → You will need the Discipleship Video: Atlanta, Georgia�

 → Introduce the video by explaining that as an artist, Kerry 
is passionate about the role of artists in God’s kingdom� 
Distribute the handout so that students can listen for the 
answers as they watch�

 → Distribute copies of “Reflection: Bezalel” (p. 17) or read 
through the reflection questions before students watch the 
video as a guide� 

 → Show the video�

3. TALK ABOUT IT
Begin the discussion by answering question one from the 
handout:  

1. Why did Terry Jackson name a church after Bezalel?

It was named after Bezalel, the first person who was said to be 
filled with the Spirit of God in the Bible�  

Ask students to open their Bibles to Exodus chapter 31� As they are 
finding the passage, review the events of Exodus 1-30 using the 
Biblical Background material�

Tip:  Identify creative 
attributes in each student 
(music, painting, building, 
solving problems, or other 
forms of creativity as there 
may be students in your 
group who don’t feel as if they 
are creative). Assure students 
that everyone is creative in 
their own way.

“I have chosen Bezalel. . . and I 
have filled him with the Spirit 
of God, with wisdom, with 
understanding, with knowledge 
and with all kinds of skills— to 
make artistic designs for work 
in gold, silver and bronze, to cut 
and set stones, to work in wood, 
and to engage in all kinds of 
crafts. Moreover, I have appointed 
Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of 
the tribe of Dan, to help him. 
Also, I have given ability to all 
the skilled workers to make 
everything I have commanded 
you” (Exodus 31:2-6 NIV).
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Engage students to pray for workers or challenge them to develop their own activities that focus on 
praying for workers on their birthdays� Visit wmu.com/prayercalendar�

Prayer Calendar Activities

CREATE A PRAYER
ITEMS NEEDED:

• molding clay, construction paper, or 
interlocking blocks

• access to wmu.com/prayercalendar
 
DIRECTIONS: 
Give students something to manipulate in order 
to create a prayer� They can use molding clay to 
sculpt, construction paper to tear or fold into a 
shape, or interlocking blocks to build something� 
Give time for them to be creative and create 
something that represents the request� For 
example, they can mold a broken heart to pray for 
a missionary who is missing their family�  

After they create the prayer request, give them 
time to share the request creations� Close in 
prayer�

SWEET PRAYERS
ITEMS NEEDED:

• bag of colorful, chewy candy

• access to wmu.com/prayercalendar
 
DIRECTIONS: 
Before this activity, students will need to thoroughly 
wash their hands� Students will pull a colorful, 
chewy candy from a bag� Depending on the color 
of the candy, the student will say a prayer or offer 
thanksgiving for a missionary� For example, red 
can represent family and yellow can represent 
something you are thankful for� Pass the candy 
around the room until everyone has a chance to 
pray for the missionaries at least two times�

Missions Journey: Kids Leader Kit 
Missions Journey: Kids Leader Kit contains 
full-color posters, games, and activities that 
coordinate with the lesson plans in Missions 
Journey: Kids Leader. The quarterly kit contains  
a map of the missions area, a missions photo 
poster, and a memory verse poster for each 
monthly unit.

Order one per group.
Annual subscription (4 quarterly print issues): 
$54.99

Price subject to change.

Missions Journey:  
Kids Adventure
Missions Journey: Kids Adventure is a  
full-color activity book for children  
in grades 1–6. Including mission  
stories, prayer prompts, games, puzzles, 
recipes, and coloring pages that are 
coordinated with the weekly Missions 
Journey: Kids Leader lesson plans, Missions 
Journey: Kids Adventure will get children 
excited about learning!

Order one per child.
Annual subscription (4 quarterly print 
issues): $16.99

Price subject to change.

https://www.wmustore.com/missions-journey-students
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Preschool Groups

Mission Friends Leader Kit
Energize your preschool classes with 
games, picture puzzles, posters, Bible 
thought markers, and more. You’ll also 
receive vibrant photos of missionaries 
and the places where they serve. 
The kit complements the learning 
experiences in Mission Friends Leader.

Order one per group.  
Annual subscription (4 quarterly print 
issues): $74.99

Price subject to change.

Mission Friends Leader
This quarterly magazine provides weekly 
sessions with creative activities and mission 
stories. Every month, preschoolers learn 
about missionaries who serve through  
North American or international missions. 
Each monthly unit also focuses on one of  
the Christian concept areas: God, Jesus,  
Bible, Church, God’s Creation, Self, Family, 
World, or Community. 

Mission Friends Leader includes reproducible
pages (Mission Friends at Home) to share 
with families as take-home leaflets.

Order one per leader.
Annual subscription (four quarterly issues):
• Print: $23.99
• Digital: $21.99
• Digital/Print Bundle: $25.99

Prices subject to change.

We’re here to help!

wmustore.com

Stephanie Newton is the lead strategist for adult 
and multicultural audiences for national WMU. She 
is responsible for program planning and leadership 
development of myMISSION, Adults on Mission, and 
Women on Mission. She also serves as the liaison for 
multicultural audiences, including Sisters Who Care, 
the Hispanic WMU/UFM network, and Korean WMU. 

National WMU: Contact Stephanie Newton, lead strategist for adults and 
multicultural audiences, at snewton@wmu.org or (205) 991-4017.

State WMU: Find links to state WMU websites at wmu.com/
statecontacts.

Heather Keller is the national WMU ministry 
consultant for children and students. She is 
responsible for program planning and leadership 
development for Girls in Action, Children in 
Action, and Acteens.  

National WMU: Contact Heather Keller, ministry 
consultant, at hkeller@wmu.org or (205) 995-4816.

State WMU: Find links to state WMU websites at wmu.com/
statecontacts.

Contact your local Baptist association, your state WMU office, or 
national WMU for training opportunities.

Joye Smith is the preschool consultant and Affinity 
Networks Hub manager at national WMU. She 
enjoys seeing preschoolers develop a heart for 
missions from a young age.

National WMU: Contact Joye Smith, ministry 
consultant, at jsmith@wmu.org or (205) 991-4980.

State WMU: Find links to state WMU websites at wmu.com/
statecontacts

Keith Gates serves as national WMU ministry 
consultant for Royal Ambassadors, Challengers, 
and Youth on Mission. 

National WMU: Contact Keith Gates, ministry 
consultant, at kgates@wmu.org or (205) 991-4040.

State WMU: Find links to state WMU websites at 
wmu.com/statecontacts.
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