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CHURCH PLANTERS IN NEW MEXICO 

BRING GOSPEL HOPE TO THE HOPELESS.

KNOWING CHRIST AND 
MAKING HIM KNOWN
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Nestled in a valley surrounded by mesas and bordered 
by the Animas and San Juan Rivers lies the small town of 
Farmington, New Mexico. A place of rugged beauty and 
scenic mountain views, Farmington is strategically located 
in the “Four Corners” region, an area of the United States 
so named due to its location near the corner where the 
states of New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Utah meet. 
Bordered by a Navajo reservation, the town has a rich 
cultural heritage and contains a diverse population. Yet for 
the residents of this “hidden gem,” as church planter Josh 
Valdez calls it, there lies a sense of hopelessness only the 
gospel can dispel. 

THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF THE GOSPEL
Josh Valdez grew up in Farmington and knows its struggles 
well. More than half of county residents claim no religious 
affiliation. Those who do largely follow other belief 
systems such as Native American mysticism, Mormonism, 
Catholicism, and agnosticism, or are nominal Christians. 
High levels of alcohol and drug addiction and poverty add 
to the list of spiritual and physical needs felt by the people 
here. Josh, who previously served on staff at a nearby 
church, and his wife, Valerie, planted Higher Ground 
Church to better meet these needs. They, along with their 
team, strive to reach areas otherwise neglected with the 
hope of the gospel. 
 Josh knows firsthand the power of the gospel to 
change lives. “My own family story is that of redemption,” 
he explained. “My grandparents on my mom’s side were 
alcoholics. When they became Christians, their lives 
changed, as did the trajectory of their kids’ [lives].” Years 
later after Josh was born, his mother, who had also become 
a believer, decided to attend a Baptist church near their 
home. Soon after their first visit to the church, his father 
came to faith in Christ, and when he grew old enough to 
understand the message of the gospel, Josh did too. 
 Seeing the way God has worked in his family’s lives 
has greatly impacted the way Josh approaches ministry. He 
said the people of Farmington have the same primary need 
as anyone else: “new life through Jesus Christ.” With this in 
mind, he focuses on teaching the Word, then doing “social 
good” where possible, saying, “We’re a church plant that 
is convinced people are changed through the gospel and 
that God’s people are fed by God’s Word. We rely entirely 
upon God and His work of providence. We preach through 
the Bible verse by verse, [and] we aim to do three things: 
glorify God, edify His people, and testify His gospel.” 
 One way Higher Ground Church fulfills its mission 
is by ministering to the residents of a large mobile home 
community nearby. It also reaches out to families with 
children by hosting Vacation Bible School (VBS), trunk or 
treat events, and family game nights in addition to other 
community projects. 

 Often, missions teams from other states who help 
the church with these efforts are surprised at the lack of 
knowledge people in the area have about the Bible. Josh 
described the experience of one team from New Jersey a 
few years ago: “They were shocked that the children at our 
VBS had never heard of Jesus, the Bible, or even concepts 
like sin.” This is a reality the Valdez family and Higher 
Ground Church are working to change by hosting life 
groups, ministering to children and youth, and providing 
discipleship and instruction in systematic theology.
  
NOT ONE MINISTRY BUT TWO  
In addition to serving as a pastor at Higher Ground 
Church, Josh works as an intervention specialist with 
at-risk youth at a local high school. There, he mentors 
students who would otherwise likely drop out of high 
school. During the COVID-19 pandemic, his responsiblities 
included visiting the homes of students who didn’t show up 
to their online classes. 
 Being bi-vocational means Josh doesn’t have a lot of 
free time. In between fulfilling his responsibilities at the 
school, ministering to his congregation, and prepping a 
sermon each week, he has little time to relax and recharge. 
Valerie is also heavily involved in the ministry at Higher 
Ground, where she sings on the worship team, teaches in 
children’s ministry, volunteers with the youth group, and 
makes meals for individuals and families. Though their 
full schedule can be exhausting and challenging, it also 
brings a lot of joy. Josh explained, “Both at the school and 
at the church, the thing that excites me most and that I 
enjoy most is seeing lives changed. I get an incredible 
opportunity to share the gospel with students as they ask 
about Christianity or being a pastor.” 
 Indeed, Josh is already seeing the fruits of his labor. 
Several of the high school students he works with have 
come of their own volition to services at the church.  
One student who previously attempted suicide now 
regularly attends services at Higher Ground and has 
even brought his mom and sister with him on occasion. 
Another student expressed to Josh that attending youth 
group gave her hope.  

EXPERIENCING GOD’S PROVISION
In addition to the spiritual challenges of ministering to 
others, Josh said one of the main challenges of a church 
plant is logistics and funding. When planning ministry 
efforts one question he regularly has to ask is, “How is  
this endeavor going to be funded, and where are we going 
to meet?” 
 Though the needs are many, God has been faithful to 
supply each one. Through the Cooperative Program and 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, Higher Ground 
Church has received the financial provision it needs to 
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sustain its ministry efforts. Whether it’s funding to pay 
rent or utilities for the church building or to buy Bibles and 
food for members of the congregation, Josh says Southern 
Baptist giving has made it all possible. Through the 
financial support of the North American Mission Board’s 
Send Network, the Lord has even given the church a van as 
well as the funds to purchase a building so the ministry can 
continue to grow. 
 Josh credits the power of prayer and local partnerships 
with the success of Higher Ground Church. He declares, 
“Without gospel partnership with the local church and with 
the Southern Baptist Convention, I’m not sure our church 
plant would have taken root.” 
 He is encouraged by these partnerships and by 
the Word. Philippians 3:10–11 and Psalm 16:11 are two 
passages he clings to in his daily ministry. “The Philippians 
3 passage is my life’s ambition: knowing Christ and 
becoming like Him,” he said. “Psalm 16:11 is my daily 
reminder: Christ is my treasure, and life is only satisfying 
in His presence. Both of these passages carry me through 
the tough and tedious times.”

PRAY FOR THE VALDEZ FAMILY AND  
THEIR MINISTRY
You can support Josh, Valerie, and the ministry at Higher 
Ground Church by praying for them. Following is a list 
of needs they have requested prayer for, as well a praise 
report for prayers God has answered.  

•  Pray the people of Farmington would be saved and 
discipled in God’s Word. 

•  Pray God would continue to provide financially for Higher 
Ground Church.

•  Pray the leadership team at the church would continue to 
grow.

•  Pray the Lord would bless the church’s outreach efforts in 
the mobile home community. 

•  Pray the congregation would grow in holiness and in their 
desire to serve.

•  Pray Josh and Valerie would be energized and encouraged 
in their ministry.

PRAISES
•  The church prayed for a church van and the Lord 

graciously provided one through NAMB.
•  The Lord provided a church building that they are now 

working on purchasing. 
•  The Lord has often provided for all their financial needs 

right when they have needed them.  

SARAH FREE lives with her husband and son in South Florida, 
where they work to support and encourage missionaries around 
the world.  
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FOR FAMILY STUDY:
1.  Learn about New Mexico together. 

Go to newmexico.org to view 
pictures and information about 
the state. Cook an authentic New 
Mexico dish together! For recipes, 
go to newmexico.org/things-to-do/
cuisine/recipes/. 

2.  Say, Josh Valdez said many children 
in Farmington have never heard of 
Jesus or the Bible. Ask, Have you ever 
met a person who has never heard 
of Jesus? How would you describe 
Jesus to someone like this? Practice 
sharing the gospel with each 
other. 

3.  Josh’s church ministers to families 
through helpful and fun activities. 
Talk about activities for families 
your church does that are similar 
to those of his church. Ask, How 
can our family reach out to other 
families? 

4.  Say, Josh also works as an 
intervention specialist with at-risk 
youth at a high school. Ask, Do you 
know any students at school who are 
struggling and might need extra help 
or prayer?

5.  Spend time in prayer for Josh, his 
family, and his church. Take turns 
praying for one of Josh’s prayer 
requests or praising God for His 
provisions. 

FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY:
1.   Visit newmexico.org to learn 

more about the state. Write down 
your impressions. 

2.  Church planter Josh Valdez said 
Farmington, New Mexico, has a 
“sense of hopelessness that only 
the gospel can dispel.” What is 
causing this hopelessness? Do you 
see those things in your area? 
Write down your observations. 

3.  Josh’s church is working to 
transform lives through the 
gospel. How has the gospel 
transformed your life? Write 
down ways you have changed.

1.  Start your meeting with food! 
Enjoy some New Mexico cuisine 
together. Have someone prepare 
an authentic New Mexico dish. 
Some options could be chili, 
enchiladas, or chiles rellenos. For 
ideas, visit newmexico.org/things-
to-do/cuisine/recipes/. 

2.  Display a map of New Mexico, and 
ask attendees find the town of 
Farmington. Ask anyone who has 
been to New Mexico or Farmington 
to share about their visit.

3.  As a group, discuss the different 
belief systems of the Farmington 
area, and compare them to what 
exists in your own area.

4.  Ask, Has anyone experienced a 
family redemption story similar to 
that of Josh Valdez’s family? How has 
that transformation influenced you 
and future generations? 

5.  Spend time praying through Josh’s 
prayer requests as a group. Assign 
a different person to pray out loud 
for each of the six prayer requests. 

FOR GROUP OR CHURCHWIDE STUDY:

4.  Everyone needs to be 
continually renewed by God’s 
Word. How can you help share 
God’s powerful Word with those 
at your church, school, job, 
neighborhood, and home? Write 
down ways you can share the 
gospel with those in your 
everyday life. 

5.  Write each of Josh’s prayer 
requests on separate cards. 
Place them around your house, 
and remember to pray for Josh 
and his church regularly. 

LACI POST writes historical fiction and articles from Dallas, Georgia. Her author website is thewarsongseries.com. 
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