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 Matthew 5:10–12myMISSION Bible Study | Faithfulness in the Persecuted Church

Prepare
• Bible
• Journal
• Pen/pencil

Get Started
We know the church around the world is persecuted. According to Open Doors’ World Watch List 2022, some of the 
top countries where believers face persecution are Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Nigeria, and Iran. The Open Doors 
USA website shares stories about believers in these countries. Visit opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world 
-watch-list, and pick a few stories to read. Consider sharing the stories with your small group and other women who 
might be interested or need to know more about global persecution of the church.

Despite the persecution they face, believers in these countries and many others remain faithful to Jesus and following 
Him. They encounter the tangible costs of following Jesus, count them as Jesus called us to in Luke 14:28, and follow 
Him anyway. In this month’s study, we will look at what Scripture teaches about faithfulness in the persecuted church.

Passage:

Continued on next page...

Study and Learn 
Read Matthew 5:10–12. Read Matthew 5:10–12. 
Jesus taught that persecution is not an “if ” but a “when” for the global church in all places and 
at all times. But Jesus promised to be with His church at all times, including in the midst of 
trials and persecution. Jesus also explained persecution is because of following Him. He said 
believers who are persecuted are blessed and will inherit the kingdom.

Read Acts 8:1 and 21–40. Read Acts 8:1 and 21–40. 
How did God use persecution to grow the early church? He used it to spread believers across 
Judea and Samaria, and He led believers like Philip, who encountered the Ethiopian eunuch 
and shared the gospel with him. Persecution increased the faithfulness of the early church.

Read Acts 16:16–40.Read Acts 16:16–40.
Despite being beaten and thrown into prison for healing a woman with an evil spirit, Paul 
and Silas chose to worship God and lead others to faith. This is faithfulness in persecution.

After escaping prison, Paul and Silas shared their experience and used it to encourage others 
in the church. How does knowing persecution happens to believers around the world 
because of their faith in Jesus encourage your faith?
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Apply
God calls us to remember we will be persecuted because of our faith and to care for the globally 
persecuted church. Scripture reminds us we can rejoice in persecution and see God has used it for 
the growth of His church.

•  How do you react when you are persecuted or questioned about your faith in Jesus? Are you 
joyful or scared?

• What can you do to tell others about the persecuted church?
• How can you help your church learn about and pray for persecuted believers?

Commit to Memory   
Verse: Acts 8:1
Challenge: Matthew 5:10–12

Follow Up
Using the information you found in the Get Started section, pray for the countries where 
the church is most persecuted. Pray believers in those countries would be faithful to Jesus 
and not fearful of those persecuting them.
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Faith in Action   |   Letters to Persecuted Believers

When I was growing up, my grandmother would say 
to me, “Send me a letter.” Unknowingly, she instilled in 
me the value of a handwritten letter that involved the 
extra steps of sealing an envelope and including a stamp. 
This month’s Faith in Action project consists of writing 
letters to persecuted believers. Sending them notes of 
encouragement is something you or your small group can 
engage in as a way to encourage the persecuted church.

Hebrews 13:3 calls believers to remember those who 
are imprisoned as though we were with them since we 
are all members of the body of Christ. Often, believers 
facing persecution can feel isolated and disconnected 
from fellowship with followers of Christ. We can promote 
faithfulness in the persecuted church through our prayers 
and words of encouragement.

Before you begin this project, visit prisoneralert.com or 
opendoorsusa.org/take-action/advocacy/letter-writing to 
learn where, how, and to whom you can send your letters. 
Remember that certain words, phrases, and the names of 
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organizations should not be included in the letter. Refer to 
the websites mentioned for a list of these instructions.

Whether this project is done as an individual or a group, 
begin by reading Hebrews 13:3. Consider or discuss what 
persecution is. Decide to whom you will send your letters. 
Learn about and share the story of the persecuted believer in 
a sensitive and age-appropriate manner. On a map, identify 
the country where the persecuted believer or family lives. 
After writing the letter, pray for the persecuted believers.

If writing letters as a group, enlist a volunteer to review all 
letters to ensure they abide by the required security rules 
and instructions.

Reflect on other ways to keep the persecuted church in your 
prayers all year long. Consider using a source like Open 
Doors’ World Watch List (opendoorsusa.org/christian 
-persecution/world-watch-list) to pray each week for a year 
for a country where believers face the most persecution.

*Name changed.

Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are 
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. —Hebrews 13:3


