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Anders and Jessica Snyder trace their “specific and 
personal call to preach the Word and make disciples” to 
2016 when they lived in Texas. Anders said, “This was 
the exclamation point at the peak of a long crescendo of 
internal angst, a holy discontent, that would not subside 
and left us continually asking what God wanted for 
us.” At the time, Anders was general manager at a steel 
fabrication company.
 It’s no wonder the couple kept asking God what He 
wanted them to do. Anders and Jessica had finished a two-
year commitment with the International Mission Board 
serving on a church-planting team in southern Chile. Before 
that, Anders worked in church relations and coordinated 
volunteers for a refugee resettlement agency in Denver, 
Colorado. Jessica had also developed a love for missions 
during her time in Girls in Action and Acteens. After 
graduating from college, Anders stayed on with his Baptist 

Student Union for a year of full-time college ministry. The 
couple sensed there was more to their story in God’s service.
 Over time, God made clear His call on the Snyders’ 
lives. “He used specific times in the Word of God, strong 
personal leading from the Holy Spirit, and faithful friends 
during that whole season of life to bring clarity at just 
the right time,” Anders said. Once the call was clear, the 
matter became one of context: where did God want Anders 
and Jessica to share the Word and make disciples?

PREPARATION
The Snyders began preparing for God’s calling. Anders 
quit his job, enrolled in Gateway Seminary, and moved 
his family to Denver. He said, “I wanted to be around the 
vibrant and meaningful context of what God was doing in 
the Calvary Family of Churches in Denver.” The Calvary 
Family of Churches was established in 2015 to intentionally 
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equip and support church planters and replanters. Church 
plants and replants connected to the Calvary network are 
also affiliated with the North American Mission Board’s 
Send Network. In 2021, 26 churches in California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Nebraska, and Wyoming were part of the Calvary 
Family of Churches.
 In Denver, Anders was a church-planting intern and 
part of a replanting cohort. That experience further focused 
his and Jessica’s call. “God made it clear to our hearts—my 
wife and I—that He intended for us to preach the Word and 
make disciples by being willing to step into the context of 
replanting a dying or declining church.” The remaining 
question was where.
 That answer came more quickly than the Snyders 
expected. A door opened for ministry in Nampa, Idaho. The 
couple prayed and listened to God. He revealed His will to 
Anders and Jessica in myriad ways, and it was clear to them 
God’s “signature was all over it,” as Anders said. “So, we 
concluded, ‘God, if You’re in it, then we will trust You, despite 
our own lists of inabilities and fears.’” The Snyders packed up 
their four children and moved to Idaho in early 2018.

A NEW HOME
Nampa is about 20 miles west of Boise, off I-84. Just over 
90,000 people call Nampa home, including more than 24,000 
who are between the ages of 25–44. The median age is 31. 
Anders said, “Idaho is marked by very independent-minded, 
salt-of-the-earth people. Our area is a somewhat urban hub 
surrounded by much agriculture, so there is an intersection 
of country and city.” Common crops include onions, wheat, 
mint, sugar beets, and—of course—potatoes.
 Calvary Nampa is located in a neighborhood established 
decades ago. The building was built in the 1950s. “Our 
church is in the older, somewhat forgotten, less desirable 
part of town marked by broken homes and addictions,” 
Anders said. Poverty is prevalent in the neighborhood. The 
local elementary school, “a stone’s throw from the church,” 
provides free breakfast and lunch to every student without 
requiring an application. Meth addiction, alcoholism, and 
other drug problems are common. So are broken homes, 
depression, and suicide.
 Nampa and the surrounding valley are growing rapidly 
and experiencing an influx of new residents, primarily 
from California. “This means there is more effort to find 
and improve real estate, housing prices are rising, and new 
influences are being tossed in the mix. It’s an interesting 
place to be right now,” Anders said.
 Mormonism is common, as is the Catholic heritage 
of the Hispanic residents. A Nazarene college is within 
walking distance of Calvary, lending to its strong presence 
in the area. It is within that context the Snyders lead the 
church to serve.

REPLANTING CHALLENGES
Replanting is different from planting a new church. It comes 
with a unique set of challenges. The Snyder family did not 
arrive in Nampa with a core group they knew well and that 
was prepared to plant with them. Instead, about 20 active 
existing church members became the core group. “We 
came to an existing ‘core team,’ and you work with what 
the Lord has provided,” Anders said. Most church members 
had watched the church decline and were, from Anders’s 
perspective, “open and ready for change and for what God 
had in mind for His church.” Still, they had competing ideas 
about what God’s church should look like. 
 Three other challenges the church has faced are 
maintaining momentum and energy for the vision of 
reaching new people with the gospel, creating strong 
identity and unity within the church culture, and finding or 
growing great leadership.
 Those challenges are met, in part, through well-thought-
out discipleship avenues. Church members take part in 
small community groups in which families meet over a meal 
and talk about the Bible. Men and women are encouraged to 
be part of even smaller, gender-specific discipleship groups. 
The Snyders often spend time with individuals discipling 
and equipping them for ministry in the community.
 They are aware of the Hispanic community’s needs and 
pray for ways to engage it in worship or ministry. A Hispanic 
church plant shares the Calvary building. The Snyders 
practice their Spanish as they eat street tacos and talk with 
the owners of the Hispanic food trucks.

REACHING NAMPA
Anders has led Calvary Nampa to invest in the neighborhood 
surrounding the church. “We prayerwalk [and] meet 
neighbors through simple neighborly acts,” he said. 
“We try to make genuine connections, life-on-life, then 
walk together for the long road.” The church used state 
convention funds to purchase 800 light bulbs to give away in 
the neighborhood. That opened doors for relationships.
 Other Southern Baptist churches have come alongside 
Calvary and helped it in their mission to be a good neighbor. 
“We have had mission teams paint a house, build fences, and 
do projects for our neighbors,” he said. “We have had outside 
partners help with [Vacation Bible School] and soccer camp.” 
Each partnership has extended ministry beyond what the 
church could do alone, allowing it to build relationships.
 Other ways the church engages the community include 
an annual car show, Christmas cookie giveaways, movie 
nights, special meals at Thanksgiving and Easter, meeting 
needs at a local laundromat, and clothing exchanges. In 
fewer than three years, their work in building Gospel-
centered relationships have resulted in attendance of about 
100 in worship services and a dozen baptisms.
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 One couple’s story is representative of how the prayerful 
and persistent presence of the church in someone’s life can 
lead to Jesus. The couple attended Calvary regularly for 18 
months. The husband decided to return to a life of faith. His 
wife, though, was very clear in stating that “she was not a 
believer and didn’t get what everyone seems to be worked up 
about,” Anders said. However, she enjoyed the people and 
appreciated the positive environment the church provided 
for her husband and son. The church body “welcomed them, 
loved them, served them, and shared the gospel in word 
and deed with them consistently and genuinely,” Anders 
said. The wife’s resistance softened. She went from saying, 
“You’re not going to get to me. My heels are dug in,” to seeing 
the truth of who Jesus is according to Scripture. She gave her 
life to Jesus and has joined her husband in following Him.

PERSISTENTLY PRAYING THE WAY FORWARD
The Snyders and Calvary Nampa are engaged in prayer for 
their church and community. Anders described their prayer 
efforts this way: “We constantly pray for God to do what only 
God can do. We pray for endurance and encouragement, for 

unity in the body, and we constantly pray for the lost to be 
found, for people in darkness to come into the kingdom of 
light, and for our baptistry to be used often. More than once, 
God has moved us into moments or days or seasons of rather 
intense, very desperate prayer, and on the heels of times like 
that . . . folks have come to the Lord, or have shown back up 
after being out of touch. It helps us see God hears, sees, and 
cares, and He is always at work.”
 As in the case of the woman whose heels were dug 
in, Calvary can point to other times salvation has come 
through relationships maintained over a long period. Such 
experiences bolster faith in God. They reinforce how God 
works in His timing. “The believer’s work is to be persistent 
and keep trusting God,” said Anders. “Having seen things 
happen over long periods of time, I am emboldened to tell 
others to pray patiently, yet passionately.”
 The Snyders would appreciate prayer for Calvary to 
be involved in helping with future replants. They want to 
be part of making Jesus known in other neighborhoods in 
other places, much as God has used the Calvary Family of 
Churches to make Jesus known in Nampa.

CLAUDEAN BOATMAN’S love for all things prayer and missions began in Girls in Action, first as a child and then as a leader. She 
serves as coordinator of the National Literacy Missions Partnership, working with Send Relief to equip volunteers in English as a second 
language, tutoring children and youth, and leading adult reading ministries.
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       JANUARY MISSION STUDY LESSON PLANS

Nampa, Idaho: Make Disciples 
By Diana C. Derringer

FOR GROUP OR 
CHURCHWIDE STUDY:

1. Before the session: If possible, 
invite someone who has personal 
experience with church planting or 
replanting to attend the meeting and 
share his or her perspective about this 
special ministry.

2. After the guest speaks, summarize 
how God led Jessica and Anders 
Snyder to become church replanters 
in Nampa, Idaho.

Divide into three groups to read 
and share information about  
      -  Nampa, Idaho, where the Snyders 

serve, found in “A New Home;”
      -  difficulties church replanters 

experience, found in “Replanting 
Challenges;” and

      -  how the Snyders and Calvary Nampa 
engage their neighborhood, found 
in  “Reaching Nampa.”

3. Discuss ways to support or work 
alongside church planters or replanters.

4. Using the section “Persistently 
Praying the Way Forward,” lead the 
group in discussion about why prayer 
is so important for church planters 
and replanters. 

5. Lead group members in prayer for 
the Snyders and Calvary Nampa, as well 
as other church planters and replanters. 
Pray for the following needs:
      - For God to do what only He can do
      - For endurance and encouragement
      - For unity
      -  For those who are living in dark-

ness to find God’s light
      -  For baptisms to occur more and 

more frequently

FOR FAMILY STUDY:
1. Post a map of the United States 
on the wall. Encourage your family 
members to compete to find Nampa, 
Idaho, on the map. Share information 
about Nampa as found in “A New 
Home.”

2. Assign family members to read 
and summarize the article, including 
the introduction and each of the five 
sections.

3. Discuss how your family can assist 
local, regional, or national church 
plants or replants.

4. Plan a family outreach activity 
in your community. Use one of the 
methods employed by the Snyders and 
Calvary Nampa as inspiration.

5. Pray for the needs of Nampa, the 
needs of your community, and all who 
minister to them.

6. Draw an outline of Nampa on a 
large piece of paper. Ask your family 
members to color the outline, and 
post it on a prominent wall in your 
home as a reminder to pray for the 
Snyders, Calvary Nampa, and other 
church planters and replanters.

FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY:
1. Read the introduction about 
Anders and Jessica Snyder’s calling to 
become church replanters. Compare 
and contrast their call to God’s work 
in your life.

2. Note how God used early events to 
prepare the Snyders for their work at 
Calvary Nampa. Think about how God 
has led you where you serve today. 

3. Compare Nampa, Idaho, to your 
community. Who are the hard to 
reach and unreached where you live?

4. Pray God would give the Snyders 
strength and guidance to overcome 
their ministry challenges. Seek God’s 
wisdom in dealing with your ministry 
challenges.

5. List outreach activities the Snyders 
have used in their community. 
Consider how you can use similar 
methods to reach your neighbors.

6. Join with the Snyders in praying 
“patiently, yet passionately” for their 
work. Pray God would show you how 
to take part in your church’s efforts to 
reach the unchurched and unsaved. 


