
Tennessee Women on Mission Group 
Supports Pure Water, Pure Love 
Project in Puerto Rico
In June 2020, Betty Cress organized an initial Women 
on Mission (WOM) meeting as her church, Beulah 
Baptist Church of Kingsport, Tennessee, resumed 
in-person services after being closed for months due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. For her program, Betty 
decided to use the Missions Mosaic spotlight article 
“Helping People, Sharing Christ: Boots on the ground 
in Puerto Rico” about Pastor Jorge Santiago, a North 
American Mission Board church planter serving at 
One Church Comerio (OCC) in Puerto Rico.

When Betty reached out to Jorge in preparation, she 
learned OCC had been without water for a week, and 
this was a reoccurring problem in the community. 
She longed for her church to build a well and support 
Jorge’s community, but the cost would be $18,700.

After Betty received the church leadership’s approval 
to take on the well project, she and a team of WOM 
members sent out letters to churches within their 
association as well as churches of friends and family 
explaining Beulah Baptist’s desire to support OCC 
and inviting the recipients to partner with them. 
Donations came in from church members, other 
churches in Tennessee, and even individuals from the 
neighboring state of Georgia who felt moved by the 
project. 

Beulah Baptist also coordinated a takeout meal on 
a Sunday during October, which is World Hunger 
emphasis month, by preparing food bags for 
members to take after a service and collecting an 
offering in support of the well project.

All the efforts resulted in the project exceeding the 
goal with more than $20,000 raised.

In the end, an additional $6,000 in expenses was 
incurred to drill through rock before finding clean 
water, and national WMU approved a PWPL grant to 
cover the overages.

Betty offered encouragement for other groups 
working toward similar missions goals. She 
emphasized organization and communication as 
two important practical needs. When working with 
a group of other women or church members, she 
recommended considering each person’s unique 
talents and how their skills can meet needs for various 
parts of the project.

Beulah Baptist hopes to visit Jorge and OCC in the 
future and see in person how the well has allowed the 
church to continue spreading the gospel and serving 
its community.
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