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The Sevierville BNF® Annual Meeting was a joyful success. The 
Tennessee Smoky Mountains provided a pastoral setting. The 
program and continuing education were top-notch. The time of our 
meeting before Mother’s Day led to the blessed event of honoring 
mothers. This caused us to reflect on our love for mothers, many 
who are no longer with us.
	 "Where there is no vision, the people perish," (Prov. 29:18 KJV). 
A primary focus for BNF in the near future is long range planning. 
The Executive Committee is seeking God’s will for the future. We 
invite members to offer suggestions for the future of BNF. As an 
organization, we need to bathe our future direction in prayer. Pray 
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for the meetings of the executive committee and program planning 
September 11–12.
	 It is not too early to make plans to attend the 2010 BNF Annual 
Meeting in Fort Worth, Texas. As we know, everything is BIG in 
Texas, and we expect this to be a fantastic meeting. Dates are April 
15–18, 2010.
	 I would like to share information about The Nurse’s Bible. 
Published by Holman (2008), the Bible is a handy size with a navy 
blue cover and silver-edged pages. The Bible contains a number  
of articles on Christian nursing written by Judy Shelly. Many of 
these articles have appeared in the Journal of Christian Nursing  
www.ncf-jcn.org.
	 Let us as an organization share your prayer concerns. Linda, 
in the BNF office, sends members' prayer concerns to the BNF 
membership via emails. Think of how important it is to have 
hundreds of nurses praying for you, your family member or your 
missions ventures. 
	 We are always seeking news for the Lamplighter. Please send 
your state activities and information about missions trips to the BNF 
office.

  A Message from the Executive Director
BNF Potpourri

Hats off to Marilyn Graves and the BNF program 
planning committee for an excellent BNF 
Annual Meeting. We met May 7–9 in Sevierville, 
Tennessee. Ratings were high on all aspects of the 
meeting. The prayer labyrinth, a new element in the 
program, was particularly outstanding. BNF mem-
bers were called to pray about world needs. Another 
popular feature was the snack supper and fellowship on opening 
night. The only downer was that we missed YOU. We trust that you 
are already making plans to come to Fort Worth, Texas, April 15–18, 
2010. Our meetings are always held with the Baptist Medical Dental 
Fellowship. The fall issue of Lamplighter will carry the program 
opportunities. Following the BNF executive committee meeting, 
September 11–12, the program outline and other information will be 
posted on the Web.
	 An annual meeting marks the time we say hello to new officers. 
Officers for the 2009–10 are Maggi Payne, Mississippi, president; 
Carol Sapp, Georgia, president-elect; Melba Wilkerson, Texas, 
secretary/heritage chairperson; Judy Murray, Georgia, student liai-
son chairperson. Regretfully, we said goodbye to Gayle Mulberry, 
Tennessee, who served effectively as president for two years.

	 The executive committee met prior to the 2009 Annual Meeting 
and conducted business on your behalf. It is always a joy to grant schol-
arships to members who are doing missions activities; however it is sad 
because funds are not adequate to cover all requests. Grants were made 
to Jennifer Shearer, $1000; Jan Burton, $1000; Jessica Koski, $500; 
Jesse Koski, $500; and Sharon Favazza, $750 from the Ellen D. Tabor 
Endowment.
	 A BNF Visioning Task Force is being put into place. We anticipate 
taking a fresh look at ourselves. We want to discover the most current, 
effective strategies for BNF. Even though task force membership is not 
complete, we can begin to pray for direction. The dates are November 
13–14 in Birmingham. Wanda Lee has graciously offered a WMU staff 
member, Jean Cullen, to facilitate the meeting. Jean is also designing a 
questionnaire to be sent to all BNF members. Using the data received 
from you, the task force will work on “what BNF should look like in 
the future.” Any changes other than cosmetic ones will be brought to the 
BNF Annual Meeting in Fort Worth for discussion and vote. We would 
greatly appreciate your input. You do not have to wait for the formal sur-
vey. If you have thoughts, send them to my attention at the BNF office.
	 Thank you for your dedicated service in the workplace as well as 
through Baptist Nursing Fellowship. You are in a unique position to 
share the love of Jesus Christ through health care ministries. May God 
bless you.

June Whitlow
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Learning new information, experiencing new places and faces, 
and participating in a resort ministry and fellowship with 
other Christian nurses were the highlights for me at the 2009 
BNF® meeting in Sevierville, TN. The Smoky Mountains were 
beautiful, and it was exciting to finally have an opportunity 
to visit there. As a group, we helped meet a need for 
NAMB missionary Bill Black and the Smoky Mountain Resort 
Ministries. Together, we donated over 100 $10.00 Wal-Mart 
gift cards that will be used in ministry to international students 
working at the resorts. There is a special camaraderie between 
nurses in general, but particularly between Christian nurses. We 
have a bond that is strong, and opportunities like the Annual 
BNF Meeting help that bond grow even stronger.
—Eileen Goode

Our annual meeting was pure enjoyment for me. I met several 
new people who I now call friends.
	 Back here in Texas, we are making plans: 1) To host 
the BNF Annual Meeting April 2010 in Fort Worth 2) For a 
missions trip to Utah next June. It is in the infantile stages 
but if anyone who lives in that part of the US is interested in 
joining us, contact Texas BNF or me. I pray that each one of 
you has plans this summer to be a witness for Him here, there, 
or beyond!
—Melba Wilkerson
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